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Over the past three months, Ontario Sheep Farmers 
(OSF) has organized and facilitated three webinars 
on the topic of sheep identification and traceability. 

The purpose of doing the webinars was to bring producers 
up to date on reporting and record keeping requirements 
for the sheep identification program, and to provide an 
update on impending traceability regulations. A copy of the 
presentation from the webinar is available for OSF members. 
Please contact the OSF office if you would like a copy of it.

With over 120 producers participating in the webinars 
there were lots of questions around reporting requirements, 
replacing lost or faulty tags, and what kind of records should 
be kept on farm to name a few. The key for producers is to 
start keeping records for events on farm (replacing RFID tags, 
deadstock, animals that are purchased or sold, etc.) using the 
unique tag number as a reference or link.

OSF staff have put together a frequently asked questions 
document on some of the common questions we have 
received to date. Its included in this issue of the OSN and is 
also available on the OSF website.

Some producers have also undergone an audit with the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) on the Canadian 

Sheep Identification Program (CSIP), looking at what farmers 
have for on farm records with regards to the program 
requirements. We’ve heard from the producers that have 
participated in these audits that the experience was positive, 
with CFIA taking an education and outreach approach over 
enforcement. OSF has reached out to a producer who has 
participated in an on-farm audit and you can read about their 
experience in this issue of OSN.

So, what’s next. We’ve been hearing that new regulations 
will be released by the government in the next year, with 
an opportunity for industry to provide comments. Our 
best guess is that movement reporting requirements will be 
included in the revised regulations.

OSF will continue to work with industry partners, 
including the CFIA, the Canadian Livestock Tracking System 
(CLTS), and through the Canadian Sheep Identification 
Program (CSIP) working group to bring forward concerns 
that our farmer members have. We’re also committed to 
keeping our farmer members up to date on what the program 
requirements are, as well as any impending changes that 
could affect your sheep farming business.  OSN
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Its important that all sheep farms in Ontario have a premises identification number. It’s free 
to register, and the process is relatively quick and simple. 

It’s also important for producers to update their premises identification number at least once 
a year.

To register for a premises ID, or update an existing one:

1) Online: www.ontariopid.com

2) Call 888.247.4999
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